
2009 FALL CONFERENCE 

SUMMARY 

September 14th ς 15th 
                                    In Kootenai River Country, Libby, MT 

 

ENERGY ALTERNATIVES:  A WESTERN MONTANA PERSPECTIVE 
Your hosts:  Kootenai River Development Council, Eureka Rural Development Partners and  

Northwest Montana Economic Development District 

 

Sponsors:  Thanks to our sponsors to date including Lincoln County, Lincoln Electric, PPL Montana,  Montana Coffee Traders, 

Natures Peace Teas, Frontier Communications,  Libby Auto Sales, Lincoln County Credit Union, Erlandson Insurance, Lincoln County 

Title Company, City of Libby, Libby Furniture, Tom Wood Insurance, Mooving Milk, Libby Sports Center,  Flathead Electric,     

Glacier Bank, First National Bank, US Forest Service and Eureka Rural Development Partners 

 
PRE-CONFERENCE, Sunday, September 13th 

The MEDA 2009 Fall Conference hosts organized three pre-conference events:  golf, fishing and a  meet-n greet.  The 
weather could not have been more cooperative or the food more delicious! 

   
HD #1 Rep. Jerry Bennett, Tom  Kaiserski, 

Larry Mires and Brian Gion 
Lincoln County Commissioner Marianne 

Roose , Tracy McIntyre, Tony Berget and Joe 

Unterreiner 

Paul Tuss and Gerry Murphy 

 

Monday, September 14th 

     

 
Attendees enjoyed a one-of-a-kind 

conference opening with the 
Veteranôs Color Guard along with the 
Treasure Tones performance of the 
Starôs Spangled Banner and Oh! 
Montana.  MEDA members were 
welcomed by Doug Roll, Mayor of 
Libby and MEDA President Jim 

Davison. 
   

 

 

Montana Department of Commerce (MDOC) Directory Tony Preite was the 
opening presenter.  Tony provided a brief summary of the programs and 

projects in effect as a result of the Recovery Act.    MDOC is the main 
financial support behind MEDA and is a financial partner in the  

Statewide BEAR Program.   



Presentation Files 
 

GETTING WARMER ς Back to the Future, Part I: Geothermal 
Energy Opportunities in Montana 
 

 
Jennifer Nelson, NWEDD, Conference Host 
and Moderator 

 
Kathi Montgomery, άGeothermal Opportunities in Montana, from Electrical 

Generation to Direct Uses ò  MT DEQ Geothermal Public Education Specialist 
 
Paul Stelter, άLƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎέ, Alamedas Hot Springs Resort 
 
John Dibble ςGeothermal Heat Pumps:  Proven Renewable Energy Technology 
 
Shane Jackola ςDesign Considerations with Geothermal Heat Pumps 
 

 

Networking, Networking 

 
wƻƴ YƭŀǇƘŀƪŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ a95!Ωǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ άŘƛǊǘȅ ŘƻȊŜƴέ ƛǎ 
back in Montana; networking with Jim Davison and 

John Rogers. 

 

 

        
     Liz Ching and Ed Weatherbee                            Dean Hull and Rep. Chas Vincent 

 

Presentation Files TREES, TRASH and TRANSPORTATION ς Powering Our Needs with  
Biofuels.    

 
Tom Kaiserski, Panel Moderator, Director of 
Montana Energy Promotion and Development  
 

 

 
Montanaôs First Landfill Gas to Energy Power Plant  ς Flathead Electric, Ross 
Holter 
 
ñWaste to Energy at Huls Dairy ò,  Dan Huls, Corvallis, MT  
 
άBiofuels Development in North Central Montanaέ tŀƳ [ŜƳŜǊΣ .ŜŀǊ tŀǿ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
Corp. 
 
ά9ǘƘŀƴƻƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέΣ Montana Microbial Products, Bob Kearns, 
Engineer and Partner 
 

MT USDA/RD State Director Matt Jones provided a program update.  During lunch, Historian Jeff Gruber 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά[ƻƎƎƛƴƎ ¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ [ƛōōȅΩǎ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ 
history.   
Tour Time!   One bus headed for the Troy Mine, the other for Kootenai Falls and Ross Creek Cedars. 

Left - Headed to the falls (L to 
R) Angela Farr, Vicki Judd, 
Rosalie Cates and Julie Foster; 
Right ς those headed to the 
Troy Mine. 

 

http://www.medamembers.org/DEQ_MEDA_Geo.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/DEQ_MEDA_Geo.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/PM2.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/JohnDibbleGeo.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/Jackola_Geothermal.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/Landfillgas.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/Landfillgas.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/Digester09.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/PamLemer.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/BobKearns.ppt


Troy Mine Photos 

  
            

Above left:  Pat Wise, Pam Lemer, Paul Tuss, Gerry Murphy, Anne Boothe and Larry Mires all listen to the tour guide, Jeff Franke.  
Center:  Cheryl Curry, (in center) and other MEDA Members get ready to go down under.  Kelly Schmitt, right, formerly of 
Montana, came all the way from Portland to attend the conference. 

 
b9¢²hwYLbD !¢ [L¢¢[9 Wh9Ω{  
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƳŜǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ tǊƛƳŜ wƛō ŀƴŘ {ŀƭƳƻƴ ŀǘ [ƛǘǘƭŜ WƻŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀŎƪ !ŘƛǘΦ  
MEDA members were welcomed to Troy by Mayor Jim Hammons. 
 

          
 
 

Seated around the table (left to right) Cheryl Curry, Kellie Danielson, Kelly Schmitt, Brian Gion, Jane Knudsen, Kim Morisaki 
and Megan Harrington.  Standing (above right) Jennifer Nelson and Debi Davidson ς ǘƘŜ tǊƛȊŜ άDƛǾŜ !ǿŀȅέ DŀƭǎΦ 

  

 

Tuesday, September 15th 

!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 9ƎƎ {ǘǊŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ YƛǘŎƘŜƴύ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5elegation. 

 

GOED Update 

 

 
 
Dh±9wbhwΩ{ hCCL/9 hC 9/hbhaIC DEVELOPMENT ς Evan Barrett, Chief Business Officer 
Montana is on the Move! 
      

 

http://www.medamembers.org/GOEDMEDAFall09.ppt


  
SNEAK PEEK INTO MONTANA LEGISLATIVE 
INTERIM COMMITTEES 

 

 
  

 
Steve Arveschoug moderated a presentation that provided updates to 
MEDA Members on two committee Interim activities. 
 
Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee (ETIC) Chairperson- 
Sen. Verdell Jackson.  (Left side of photo.) 
 
The Environmental Quality Council (EQC) ChairpersonςRepresentative 
Chas Vincent (Right side of photo.) 

 

Presentation Files .Lha!{{ ŀƴŘ .¢¦Ωǎ ς Back to the Future, Part II: A 
Lesson from the Stone Age.     

Paul Rumelhart, Moderator 

               

 
Craig Martin, Vaagen Brothers Lumber, Colville, WA, ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ 5Ŝlivering 
.ƛƻƳŀǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘέ   
 
Dean Hull, Plant manager; Ron Gray, Fuel Manager, Avista, Kettle Falls  

Generating Station, 25 Years of Green Energy from Wood 

 

άCǊƻƳ CǳŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ /ƻ-generation:  Considerations of Scale in Biomass 

9ƴŜǊƎȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ  Angela Farr , Biomass Utilization Coordinator for MT 

DNRC 

Tracy McIntyre, Moderator 

          

²I!¢Ω{ ¢I9 .¦½½ about RESTORATION ECONOMY and does it 
play a role in energy development?    
 
Linda Brander, aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ, DNRC, State Restoration Coordinator  
 
Paul Bradford, US Forest Service, Kootenai Forest Supervisor 

Linda Brander 
  
Ted Dodge, National Carbon Offset Coalition 

              

CARBON SEQUESTERING AND CARBON CREDITS  -  
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ²Ƙƻ DŜǘǎ  Ψ9ƳΚ 

  

  
 
 


