
2010 SPRING CONFERENCE SUMMARY 
June 9- 11, Miles City Town and Country Club, Miles City, MT 

 
 

 
Thanks for attending the conference and making it a success! 

Montanaôs Economy:  Life Outside the Boot 
Your Hosts:  Southeastern Montana Development Corp., Miles City Area Economic Development and Eastern Plains EDC 
Sponsored by:   PPL Montana, NorthWestern Energy, Montana Dakota Utilities, Great Lakes Airlines, Miles City Chamber of 
Commerce,  Mid-Rivers Communications, TransCanada, Brosz Engineering, Community First Federal Credit Union and Victory 
Insurance. 

 Wednesday, JUNE 9TH  PRE-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 
The morning of June 9th pre-conference activities began with golf and an historic walking tour.   The golfers had beautiful weather 
and the walkers said the tour was fantastic.  
USDA RD IN-DEPTH PROGRAM TRAINING   

 
  

Matt Jones, (left) Montana USDA/RD State Director, kicked off the pre-
conference training.  Attendees learned program details regarding 
applications for housing, community facilities, water and environment, 
business and energy funding.  All of the information presented is available at 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mt/about.htm 

 
Mona Madler  (SMART) and Randy 
Hansen (R. D. Management 
Consultant) are ready to begin. 

TABLE TALKS WITH MULTIPLE PROGRAM SPECIALISTS    
MEDA Members talked with program representatives from MWTC,  MCDC, SBA, MDOC, EDA, DBE, DEQ, Liz Ching for Sen. Baucus,  
Penny Zimmerman for  Sen. Tester, J.T. Korkow for Rep. Rehberg, BSTF, MT Coop and MCFC  on specific projects and shared ideas.   
Left:  (LtoR) Kellie Danielson, Sara Warren, Alyssa Townsend-Hudders and Angela Nelson.  Middle:  Denise Smith and Larry Mires 

                   

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mt/about.htm


 MEET-N- GREET    
 
 
The day ended with a Meet-N-Greet in the Sun Room of the Miles City Town and Country 
Club.  Mike Coryell (right) introduced special guests who shared entertaining information 
on historical Miles City. 
 
 
 

  

 Thursday, JUNE 10TH  2010 MEDA SPRING CONFERENCE  

 
Conference Chair  
Jim Atchison 

MEDA attendees were 
greeted by a host of 
local officials and MEDA 
President Jim Davison.  
MDOC State Director 
Tony Preite and Deputy 
Director Andy Poole 
presented on ά¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǿ 
ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊŜέ regarding 
what is next for 
Economic Developers in 
Montana.   
 
Susan Ockert, MDOC 
Senior Research 
Economist,  presented 
on ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
Treasures. 

Breakout Session 1A 

MARKETING OUTSIDE THE BOOT        
Coordinator:  Linda Twitchell, Great Northern Development Corp.;   Presenters:   Lorene Hintz, GNDC; MT Trade and International 
Relations, Sara Warren; Bruce Smith, Dawson County Extension Agent.   

 
MT Trade and International Relations 
presentation by Sara Warren. 
 
 
Montana Food to Table Presentation by Bruce 
Smith. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.medamembers.org/MDOCMEDA.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/MDOCMEDA.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/thetreasurestatetreasures.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/thetreasurestatetreasures.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/ITRBureau.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/ITRBureau.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/FTTPresentation.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/FTTPresentation.ppt


 
Breakout Session1B   

ENERGY PRODUCTION IN EASTERN MONTANA     
Coordinator : Lisa Perry , PPL Montana; Presenters: George Luther, Great Northern Properties; Beth Jensen 
Director, Government Relations, TransCanada;  Rick Reid, MDU 

 

TransCanada - Beth Jensen Presentation 
 

MDU - Rick Reid Presentation 
 

 
 
 

  
Breakout Session 2 A 

AGRICULTURE ς FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES     
Coordinator: Chris Mehus, Beartooth RC&D;   Presenters:   Leo McDonnell - 
Midland Bull Test, Kyle Nielsen - Grains of Montana and Eric Moore - Solaris 
Feeders. 
 

 

Breakout Session 2B 

BROWNFIELDS ς Identifying and Utilizing the Opportunity      
Coordinator:  Ted Lanzano, Brownfields Program US EPA, Region 8 (EPR-B);   Presenters: Mark Walker, Community Brownfields 
Foundation;  Melissa Hartman, Miles City Housing Authority; Amy Steinmetz, Montana DEQ, State Voluntary Cleanup Program.   

 
 
 

Brownfield Panel Presentation 
 
Left to Right:  Ted Lanzano, Amuy Steinmetz, Mark 
Walker and new MEDA Member Gib Turner, Lake County 
CDC. 

  
 
LUNCH SPEAKER: 
EVAN BARRETT, GOED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MONTANA UPDATE - Presentation 

 

http://www.medamembers.org/TransCanada.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/MDULandfill2010.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/Brownfields_MilesCity.ppt
http://www.medamembers.org/MEDAEvan2010.ppt


TOUR TIME! 

 

 
Tour Overview ς Leslie Messer; Tour Guides:  Jason Rittal, Mike 
Coryell (pictured left). 

 
Fort Keogh Livestock and Range Research Laboratory:  Fort Keogh, a historical 1876 Army Calvary post is now a 55,000 acre 
USDA rangeland beef cattle research facility with a state of the art laboratory.  

                             
 

Miles City Livestock Commission Company:  Miles City Livestock, which began by shipping thousands of military horses, is one of 
the oldest stockyards in this part of America.  Today, the operation has grown to handling over 80,000 head of cattle annually.  

                                        
 
Quality Meats of Montana:  Once on the verge of closing, the Quality Meats of Montana meat packing plant was saved by an 
employee led effort to purchase the business which now has over 20 employees.  The business used numerous economic 
development tools including the SBDC and gap financing opportunities.  
 

 


