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VALUE ADDED AGRICULTURE

WORKING GROUP MINUTES

December 10, 2010
ON THE CALL:   Jan Tusick (Chair), Brian Gion, John Guthmiller, Paul Tuss, Cheryl Curry, Sarah Converse, Pam Lemer, Phillip Fletcher and Gloria O’Rourke
INTRODUCTIONS
Jan Tusick asked everyone on the call to introduce themselves and share their connection with value added agriculture:  
· John Guthmiller, Program Director, Rural Business Cooperative Service, works with  many programs that assist value added projects,  
· Brian Gion, Executive Director, Montana Cooperative Development Center works with businesses to establish the cooperative business model.
· Cheryl Curry, Executive Director, Pondera Port Authority, works in the middle of the Golden Triangle and value added ag is key to her efforts in the region.  
· Sarah Converse, Executive Director, Sweet Grass Development, is involved in value added ag development.   

· Pam Lemer, Value Added Ag Coordinator for Bear Paw Development operates one of the five ag centers in the state and serves as a cooperative development specialist for MCDC.    

· Phillip Fletcher, Community Development Director, Park County, takes the lead in county economic development programs and serves as Chair to the RC&D economic development committee. 

· Paul Tuss, Executive Director, Bear Paw Develpoment, serves as the Certified Regional Development Corporation for the area.
· Jan Tusick, Director for the Ag Enterprise and Cooperative Development Center, Lake County Community Development and  also stands as one of the five food and ag centers in the state.  
GOALS and OBJECTIVES DISCUSSION

What does this group want to address?
·  Key legislative activities pending for the 2011 session
· Ag Centers bill is the same bill as presented in the 2009 session.  The bill LC604 is supported through Research and Commercialization dollars annually.  Montana Farmers Union in partnership with Grow Montana is presenting the bill.  Paul Tuss is seeking a bill sponsor and emphasized the need for collaboration for the bill to pass.
· Growth through Agriculture support as needed (one of the 2019 programs.)  
· Request that Pam Lemer represents this committee on the MEDA Legislative Committee during the session.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Phillip Fletcher shared that a Value Added Ag workshop is pending.  Sen. Tester is taking the lead and will involve MSU Extension, RC&D’s and other partners.   The workshop will take place in February or March.  workshop pending;  statewide workshop Sen. Tester taking lead and involve extension and rc&d’s.  

· Gloria shared that January 25th is Economic Development Day in the Rotunda.  All 2019 programs, OTO programs and MDOC/BRD programs are to be showcased.  The day will emphasize the importance of supporting Montana’s small businesses with successful programs.

· John Guthmiller encouraged everyone to watch for announcements regarding the USDA Value Added Producer Grant.

· Jan Tusick is working with partners to bring economist/journalist Ken Meter, Crossroads Resource Center, to Montana.  Ken will discuss the topic of food and farming communities and perform an economic  analysis of local food system development.    
ACTION ITEMS:
·  The Value Added Ag Working Group will stay in touch via email regarding announcements, legislative issues, etc.

· Gloria will contact the MEDA Legislative Committee regarding the addition of Pam to the committee.
NEXT MEETING
Pending

Committee Members:
Jan Tusick (Chair),   Lake County Community Dev,   jt@ronan.net
Philip Fletcher,   Park County Community Dev,   pfletcher@parkcounty.org
Collin Watters,   MT Dept. of Ag/Growth Through Ag,   cwatters@mt.gov
Joel Clairmont,   MT Dept. of Agriculture,   jclairmont@mt.gov
Brian Gion,   Montana Cooperative Development Cr.,   brian@mcdc.coop
Sarah Converse,   Sweetgrass Development,   sgdevelopment@bresnan.net
Tracy McIntyre,   Eureka Rural Development Partners,   tracy@eurekardp.net
Pam Lemer,   Bear Paw Development Corp.,   plemer@bearpaw.org
Cheryl Curry,   Pondera Regional Port Authority,   pcpconrad@3rivers.net
John Guthmiller,   USDA/RD Business and Industry,   John.Guthmiller@mt.usda.gov
Joel Bertolino,   Beartooth RC&D,   jbertolino@beartooth.org
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