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http://www.medamembers.org/bear
MEDA BEAR WORKING GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

Bozeman Holiday Inn, Bozeman, MT
April 29, 2011

7:15 – 8:00am

PRESENT:  Pictured below left to right:  Michael Jackson, Heather Mousley, Mike O’Rourke and Dave Morey.  Also present:  Debbie Berg
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During the roundtable discussion on Friday morning in Bozeman, the BEAR representatives discussed the following:
 

1.  Dave Morey reported on a statistical analysis that he had done.  As of the end of January, more than 400 workers have received training grants with the average cost per worker grant just under $800.  With the end of this funding cycle nearing he is trying to gauge the grants pending so that no grants will go unfunded.  The data also indicates areas where few or no grants are being submitted because no BEAR team exists in the area.

 

2.  Michael Jackson from Kalispell shared some concerns about local business applicants having trouble using the spreadsheet from MMEC to determine costs.  Mike shared with him that Department of Labor staff had encouraged us not to use the spreadsheet as it was inaccurate when used for complicated applications.  Michael also shared concerns about grants going unfunded if moneys run out before the end of this budget cycle.  Dave assured us that he will make every effort to keep us abreast of what moneys are available.
3. Dave Morey reported that the IWT funding for the next biennium survived the legislature intact.  He also noted that as more programs tap into the funding source, future funding could be in jeopardy if changes are not made.  

4. Those present expressed continued concerns that the Great Falls area seems to be underrepresented with no grants being made to businesses in the Cascade County area.  With new leadership at the Chamber and at Job Service it was suggested that now would be a great time to encourage the development of a new BEAR team.  It was suggested that getting one or two businesses from Great Falls to apply for funding might be a good way to encourage this.
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For more information contact:
Mike and Gloria O’Rourke, Directors
Montana Statewide BEAR Program
118 E. Seventh St.; Suite 2A

Anaconda, MT   59711

Ph:  406.563.5259

gloria@medamembers.org












