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The MEDA Economic Gardening Working Group kicked off its first meeting and is excited to share some of the key concepts in Economic Gardening. According the Edward Lowe Foundation Economic Gardening focuses on three main elements:
1. Providing critical information needed by businesses to survive and thrive.
2. Developing and cultivating an infrastructure that goes beyond basic physical infrastructure and includes quality of life, a culture that embraces growth and change, and access to intellectual resources, including qualified and talented employees.
3. Developing connections between businesses and the people and organizations that can help take them to the next level — business associations, universities, roundtable groups, service providers and more.
Some Introductory Resources and Information: 

Here Chris Gibbons, the founder of Economic Gardening, talks about the basic of his program in Littleton, CO. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CysIVyskQZI
 There are some exciting statewide and regional programs taking off around the country. GrowFL is a statewide program and here is the report on their first year in business. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2011/01/06/growfl-helps-create-400-jobs-in-1st.html
 International Economic Gardening Listserve:   http://www.littletongov.org/bia/economicgardening/econdev.asp 

If you would like to participate in the Working Group please contact Gloria O’Rourke. Keep your eyes peeled for the date and details about a upcoming webinar with Chris Gibbons, the founder of Economic Gardening.
Members to date include:

Marcy Allen (Chair),   BREDD, Inc.;Kara Graetz,   Bozeman Job Service; Kim Morisaki,   Montana West Economic Dev.; Anne Boothe,   Triangle Communications; Julie Jaksha,   Headwaters RC&D/SBDC, Julie Foster, RCEDA and Gloria O'Rourke,   MEDA
