EXISTING ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAMS & STAKEHOLDERS IN MONTANA 
Debbie Singer, NorthWestern Energy, 406-655-2500, Deborah.singer@northwestern.com
I served on the City of Billings Energy Conservation Commission the past four years and last year as a part of some work with that commission I put together a list of possible Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy resources and links to those resources.   There is also a list of stakeholders that I was familiar with that had some place to play in implementing energy efficiency in Montana. 
RESIDENTIAL
EXISTING PROGRAMS TO HELP WITH ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND/OR RENEWABLE
· NorthWestern Energy E+ Programs for Residential Homes 
	E+ Program
	Web link

	Home Lighting Compact Fluorescent Rebate Programs
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Home_Lighting_Rebate&Item=102

	Renewable Energy Grant Programs
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Renewable_Energy_Program

	Energy Efficient New Homes
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=New_Home_Program

	Energy and Renewable Energy Tours and Workshops including Lighting Labs and Motor Training
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Tours_Training_Workshops_MT&Item=103 

	Green Power Program
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Green_Power&Item=91 

	Calc-U-Pal, Appliance Calculator and Lighting Calculator
	http://northwestern.apogee.net/homesuite/calcs/homecalc/ 

	The following programs only available to utility customers that take their space heating or hot water from NorthWestern Energy so many Billings homes may not qualify for these programs.   

	Home Energy Audits
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Home_Audit_MT&Item=102   

	Programmable Thermostat Rebate
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Programmable_Thermostat&Item=102  

	Insulation Rebates
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Insulation_Rebate&Item=102

	High Efficiency Natural Gas Equipment Rebates
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Equipment_New   

	Improvements to Existing Natural Gas Equipment Rebate  
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Equipment_Existing 

	Efficient Water Measurers Rebates
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Water_Efficiency_Rebate


· Montana Dakota Utilities   
http://www.montana-dakota.com/Montana/Conservation/Pages/GasIncentivePrograms.aspx  MDU’s also has some electric conservation programs, but since they don’t have any electric customers in Billings these are not listed.
	Program
	Web link

	ENERGY STAR® rated Natural Gas Furnaces


	Montana-Dakota residential natural gas customers who replace an 80% or less annual fuel utilization efficiency (AFUE) natural gas furnace with an ENERGY STAR rated natural gas furnace (90% or greater AFUE) qualify for an incentive payment of $150.  

	ENERGY STAR® rated Programmable Thermostats
	Montana-Dakota residential natural gas customers who purchase and install an ENERGY STAR rated programmable thermostat qualify for an incentive payment of $20


· Montana Rural Electric Cooperatives  -  Availability of rebates of energy incentives vary by electric cooperative. Here is a general link on the MT DEQ website to the listing of rural electric cooperatives that have websites: http://commerce.mt.gov/Energy/links.mcpx   and the link to the Montana Rural Electric Cooperative Association is http://www.montanaco-ops.com/. 
· Big Flat Electric Cooperative (Blaine, Phillips & Valley County) -  http://www.bigflatelectric.com/ 
· Fall River Electric (West Yellowstone) - http://www.frrec.com/
· Fergus Electric Cooperative (Lewistown area) - http://www.ferguselectric.coop/

· Flathead Electric Cooperative (Kalispell area) - http://www.flatheadelectric.com/.  Provides energy audits, rebates, renewable energy.
· Glacier Electric Cooperative (Glacier County) - http://www.glacierelectric.com/
· Hill County Electric Cooperative (Hill County) - http://commerce.mt.gov/Energy/links.mcpx 

· Lincoln County Electric Cooperative (Lincoln and Northwest Flathead County)  - http://www.lincolnelectric.coop/ 
· Lower Yellowstone Electric Cooperative - (main office Sidney, MT and covers Richland County, Montana, parts of Dawson and Roosevelt counties). http://www.lyrec.com/ 

· Marias River Electric Cooperative – (Toole County) - http://www.mariasriverec.com/  
· Macon Electric Cooperative – (Circle, MT eastern, MT counties) http://www.mcconeelectric.coop/
· Missoula Electric Cooperative – (Missoula county) - http://www.missoulaelectric.com/ 

· Ravalli Electric Cooperative – (Ravalli County) - http://www.ravallielectric.com/ 
· Sheridan Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Daniels, Roosevelt, and Sheridan) - http://www.sheridanelectric.coop/ 
· Southeastern Electric Cooperative -  (Carter, Custer, Fallon, Power River County in Ekalaka, MT)  http://www.seecoop.com/ 

· Sun River Electric Cooperative – (Cascade, Teton, Pondera, Lewis & Clark, Chouteau, Liberty, Toole, and Judith Basin counties) http://www.sunriverelectric.coop/  

· Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative – http://www.yvec.com/.   Heat pump, ground source heat pumps, and appliance rebate. 
· MSU-Billings College of Technology – Energy for Tomorrow Grant and programs for energy related occupations including Sustainable Energy Technician Program -    http://www.cot.msubillings.edu/Programs/ProgSustainEnergy.htm
· Federal Tax Credits – here is a website that links to descriptions of these incentives http://energytaxincentives.org/
· Home Shell: Insulation, Windows, Sealing - Homeowners can get credits for energy improvements to their homes, such as windows, insulation, and envelope and duct sealing. 

· Home Heating & Cooling Equipment - Homeowners can get credits for installing efficient air conditioners and heat pumps; gas or oil furnaces and furnace fans; and gas, oil, or electric heat pump water heaters in new or existing homes. 

· Passenger Vehicles - Credits are available to buyers of hybrid gasoline-electric, diesel, battery-electric, alternative fuel, and fuel cell vehicles.

· On-Site Renewable - Credits are available for qualified solar water heating and photovoltaic systems, small wind and geothermal heat pump systems.

· Fuel Cells and Microturbines - Credits are available to homeowners and businesses who install qualifying systems. 

· State of Montana Programs (see table at the end of this document with links to websites)

· General Link to State of Montana Programs Renewable Energy and tax incentives: http://deq.mt.gov/Energy/renewable/taxincentrenew.mcpx 

· Link to History of Energy Statistics in Montana: http://deq.mt.gov/Energy/HistoricalEnergy/default.mcpx  (Great resource on information energy statistics and tables and there is a link to “A Guide to Electricity, Natural Gas, Coal, and Petroleum Produced and Consumed in Montana”
· Low Income Energy Assistance Program - Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services 

· Human Resource Development Council (HRDC) – District 7 (takes applications and administers programs)  http://www.hrdc7.org 
· Weatherization Program - Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services 
· HRDC  - http://www.hrdc7.org/programs/weatherization   
· Energy Ombudsman Program - Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services 

· Energy Tax Credits - Montana Department of Revenue 

· Reverse Annuity Mortgage (RAM)- Montana Department of Commerce  

· The Housing and Environmental Quality Program - The Montana State University Extension Service 

· Alternative Energy Loan Program - Department of Environmental Quality
· State of Montana Appliance Rebates - http://deq.mt.gov/Recovery/energy/applianceRebate.mcpx 
RESIDENTIAL STAKEHOLDERS
· Residential Home Owners

· Billings Home Builders Association

· Montana Home Builders Association

· Billings Realtor Association

· Real Estate or Property Developers
· Housing Contractors

· Energy Star Home Builders
· Human Resource Development Council – District 7 

· Property Managers – multi-family complexes

· City of Billings 

· ASHRAE (The American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers)
· Heating and Cooling Contractors
· Insulation Dealers and Installers
· Appliance Dealers
· Lighting Vendors
· Electricians and Electrical Contractors
· Private Energy Efficiency Companies or Auditors
· Banks and Home Mortgage Lending Institutions
· Utilities – NorthWestern Energy, MDU and Yellowstone Valley Electric
· Renewable Energy Equipment Vendors (solar systems, wind systems, etc.)
· State of Montana
· Yellowstone County Extension Services

· Neighborhood Task Forces
· Montana Green Power

· National Center for Appropriate Technology

· Local Legislators
COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, GOVERNMENTAL, & IRRIGATION 
EXISTING PROGRAMS TO ASSIST IN THIS AREA
· NorthWestern Energy E+ Programs:  

	E+ Program
	Web link

	Commercial Energy Assessments for Small Businesses
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Commercial_Energy_Appraisal_MT 

	Commercial Lighting Rebates
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Commercial_Lighting_Rebate_MT

	Business Partners
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Business_Partners_MT 

	Green Motors Program
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Motor_Rebate_MT 

	Irrigation Rebates
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Irrigator_Program   

	Renewable Energy Grants
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Renewable_Energy_Program 

	Energy and Renewable Energy Tours and Workshops including Lighting Labs and Motor Training
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Tours_Training_Workshops_MT&Item=103 

	Green Power Program
	http://www.northwesternenergy.com/display.aspx?Page=Green_Power&Item=91 

	Commercial Energy Calculator 
	http://northwestern.apogee.net/comcalc/


· Montana Dakota Utilities   
http://www.montana-dakota.com/Montana/Conservation/Pages/GasIncentivePrograms.aspx

	Program
	Web link

	Montana Community Renewable Energy Projects (RFP):


	Montana-Dakota Utilities is issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) to solicit responses from developers of Montana Community Renewable Energy Projects.  http://www.montana-dakota.com/Montana/Pages/Overview.aspx 

	MDU Commercial Services
	http://www.montana-dakota.com/Montana/CommercialServices/Pages/Overview.aspx
The engineering team works primarily with Montana-Dakota’s large commercial and industrial customers.  In addition to providing appropriate gas and electric service, we offer engineering advice, up-to-date information on new energy technology, financial analysis, vendor referral and energy auditing services.   


· City of Billings Energy Star Program, Performance Contractor to improve energy efficiency of City of Billings facilities and MDU Partnership with City of Billings at city landfill to capture methane gases from the landfill. http://ci.billings.mt.us/index.aspx?NID=1500  and http://www.blueskiesgreenpockets.com/. 
· MSU-Billings College of Technology – Energy for Tomorrow Grant and programs for energy related occupations including Sustainable Energy Technician Program -    http://www.cot.msubillings.edu/Programs/ProgSustainEnergy.htm
· State of Montana Programs (see table at the end of this document with links to websites)

· General Link to State of Montana Programs Renewable Energy and tax incentives: http://deq.mt.gov/Energy/renewable/taxincentrenew.mcpx 

· Link to History of Energy Statistics in Montana: http://deq.mt.gov/Energy/HistoricalEnergy/default.mcpx  (Great resource on information energy statistics and tables and there is a link to “A Guide to Electricity, Natural Gas, Coal, and Petroleum Produced and Consumed in Montana”

· General Link to State of Montana programs for Businesses: http://deq.mt.gov/Energy/EEBusiness/default.mcpx 

· Link to State of Montana programs on Commercial Building Commissioning: http://deq.mt.gov/Energy/buildings/default.mcpx 
· The Housing and Environmental Quality Program - The Montana State University Extension Service 
· Alternative Energy Loan Program - Department of Environmental Quality
· Energy Block Grants - http://deq.mt.gov/Recovery/energy/blockGrants.mcpx 

· Biomass Energy Program    

· State Buildings Energy Program

· Energy Performance Contracting
· School Building Programs – link to variety of programs targeted to schools http://deq.mt.gov/Energy/EEschool/default.mcpx 

· Federal Tax Credits (for businesses) – link to federal programs http://energytaxincentives.org/
· Commercial Buildings - Businesses can get deductions for new or renovated buildings that save 50% or more of projected annual energy costs for heating, cooling, and lighting compared to model national standards, and partial deductions for efficiency improvements to individual lighting, HVAC and water heating, or envelope systems. 

· Commercial Vehicles - Credits are available to businesses as for consumers, including heavy-duty hybrid gasoline-electric vehicles. Information on passenger vehicles. 

· Combined Heat and Power - Investment tax credit for combined heat & power systems (CHP) 

· On-Site Renewables - Businesses are eligible for tax credits for qualified solar water heating and photovoltaic systems, and for certain solar lighting systems.

· Fuel Cells & Microturbines

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL,GOVERNMENTAL, IRRIGATION & LIGHTING STAKEHOLDERS
· Commercial Business Facilities
· Industrial Facilities

· Non-profit Facilities
· Farm/Ranch Facilities

· City/County Governments

· Yellowstone County Extension Services

· Billings Home Builders Association

· Billings Realtor Association
· Commercial Realtors

· Bankers and Mortgage Companies

· Downtown Business Association

· Billings Chamber of Commerce

· Big Sky Economic Development Authority

· BIRD (Billings Industrial Revitalization District)

· ASHRAE (The American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers)

· Property Managers 

· City of Billings 
· Yellowstone County Commissioners

· School District 2

· Architect & Engineering Firms

· Contractors

· Heating and Cooling Contractors

· Performance Contractors
· Insulation Dealers and Installers
· Lighting Vendors
· Electricians and Electrical Contractors

· Private Energy Efficiency Companies or Auditors
· Energy Conservation Consultants
· Utilities – NorthWestern Energy, MDU and Yellowstone Valley Electric
· PPL Montana
· Montana Manufacturing Extension

· Farm & Ranch Associations – NILE, Stockgrowers, etc.

· Irrigation Equipment Manufactures

· Montana Green Power

· National Center for Appropriate Technology

· Local Legislators

· Montana Department of Transportation (road design and lighting standards for roadways)

· Yellowstone Business Partners http://www.yellowstonebusiness.org/   Warm Homes Agency Program Descriptions (From Montana DEQ website)

http://deq.mt.gov/energy/warmhomes/descriptions.mcpx
	Program
	Agency
	Contact
	Description

	Low Income Energy Assistance Program
	Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services
	Contact: the Montana Citizen's Advocate, toll-free, at 1-800-332-2272
	The Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) pays part of winter heat bills for eligible households. Several utilities offer LIEAP recipients additional discounts on their bills.

	Weatherization Program
	Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services
	Contact: the Montana Citizen's Advocate, toll-free, at 1-800-332-2272
	The Weatherization Program helps participants improve the energy efficiency of their homes to reduce energy consumption. The Warm Homes Montana Program provides education materials to clients on how to save energy and gives low/no cost weatherization assistance. These programs help households whose annual incomes are at or below 150% of poverty guidelines.

	Energy Ombudsman Program
	Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services
	Contact: the Montana Citizen's Advocate, toll-free, at 1-800-332-2272
	The Energy Ombudsman Program provides services that identify and address emergency energy heating situations as well as enable households to reduce their energy burdens. The program assists households whose annual incomes are at or below 200% of poverty.

	Energy Tax Credits
	Montana Department of Revenue
	Customer Service Center at (406) 444-6900
	The Montana Department of Revenue offers a number of tax credits to homeowners and businesses that make investments in energy conservation. The best known of these is probably the Energy Conservation Installation Credit which is a tax credit applied against an individual's income tax liability. Montana residents can claim the credit for energy conservation investments made to a home or other building.

	Reverse Annuity Mortgage (RAM)
	Montana Department of Commerce
	Contact: Justin Schedel, with the Montana Board of Housing at 800-761-6264
	Reverse Annuity Mortgage (RAM) - The Montana Board of Housing implemented the RAM program in October of 1990. Lower income seniors, 68 years or older may borrow against the equity in their homes to increase their disposable income. This additional income may be used to cover utility expenses, medication, food, etc. 

	The Housing and Environmental Quality Program
	The Montana State University Extension Service
	Contact: Mike Vogel or Luke Elliott at 406-994-3451
	The Housing and Environmental Quality Program provides educational materials and training for providers of low-income weatherization programs in Montana. Our training covers all aspects of home energy saving and weatherization to optimize the savings achieved. MSU Extension offers 16 different weatherization client education brochures for the HRDC’s and for the general public. These brochures cover all aspects of home energy savings. The program also has a public information Kiosk that focuses on healthy homes and that can be reprogrammed for use in energy education. We offer energy saving programs to 4-H programs, Tribes and to Montana Seniors. We have outreach in each Montana County through the Extension offices and through existing weatherization programs via the HRDC’s as well as existing programs in Tribal reservations.

	State Energy Program
	Department of Environmental Quality
	Contact DEQ at 406-841-5200 or visit our Energize Montana website.
	State Energy Program - The DEQ provides information and technical assistance on energy conservation for homes, businesses, schools, public buildings and vehicles. Workshops, publications, and web site information is available on energy conservation in existing buildings, new home construction, energy efficiency lighting, energy efficient appliances and other products. Information on renewable energy resources including wind, solar, and geothermal is also available.

	Biomass Energy Program
	Department of Environmental Quality
	Contact: Howard Haines 406-841-5252 or Brian Spangler 406-841-5250
	Biomass Energy Program - The DEQ provides information and technical assistance on biomass energy systems including both heating systems and vehicle fuels. Small and large-scale wood for energy systems, biodiesel and ethanol are the areas covered. Financing for projects is not available.

	Alternative Energy Loan Program
	Department of Environmental Quality
	Contact: Kathi Montgomery 406-841-5243 or Georgia Brensdal 406-841-5240 or visit our Alternative Energy Loan Program web page for application materials.
	Alternative Energy Loan Program - The DEQ offers loans for individuals, businesses and non-profit organizations. Beginning in February, up to $40,000 will be available for the installation of solar, wind, biomass, geothermal and small-scale hydropower. Current interest rates for the loans is 5%. Currently, loans are available for $10,000.

	State Buildings Energy Program
	Department of Environmental Quality
	Contact: Georgia Brensdal 406-841-5240 or Ken Phillips 406-841-5244 or visit our Energize Montana website.
	State Buildings Energy Program - The DEQ offers financing for energy improvements in state owned buildings and universities. Financing is paid for through energy savings.

	Energy Performance Contracting
	Department of Environmental Quality
	Contact: Mike Duncan 406-841-5241 or Georgia Brensdal at 406-841-5240 visit our Energize Montana website.
	Energy Performance Contracting - The DEQ offers limited technical assistance for schools and local government buildings and referrals to Energy Service Companies for energy improvements in buildings. Buildings are studied to determine the potential for energy savings. Improvements are paid for through the energy savings.

	Energy Share
	Energy Share of Montana
	Contact: Rachel Haberman at 406-442-4900
	Energy Share of Montana provides one-time only assistance to Montanans facing emergency heating needs. Clients include "working poor" who do not qualify for government programs but are in need of assistance.

	Montana Public Service Commission (PSC)
	Montana Public Service Commission
	Located at 1701 Prospect Ave., Helena, MT 59620.
Phone number: 406-444-6199
Complaint Line: 800-646-6150
	It is the responsibility of the PSC to ensure that public utilities in Montana provide adequate service to customers at reasonable rates. In its decisions, the commission tries to balance the interests of ratepayers who are concerned about utility costs with the utilities' need to have the opportunity to earn a fair rate of return on their investment. The Montana Consumer Counsel is charged by law to represent consumer interests in matters before the commission.
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