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ENERGY WORKING GROUP MINUTES

June 24, 2011

10:00am – 11:00am
ON THE CALL:   Debbie Singer, Chair; Tom Kaiserski, Lisa Perry, Brian Obert, Kara Graetz, Warren Harden, Beth Berlin, Cheryl Curry, Sarah Converse and Gloria O’Rourke.
WELCOME 
Debbie Singer, MEDA Energy Working Group Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Tom Kaiserski to the group.
DISCUSSION WITH TOM KAISERSKI
Tom Kaiserski, Director, MDOC Energy Promotion and Development Division, shared a summary of a meeting recently held in North Dakota.  Tom learned new technology allows for 100% successful drilling for oil using the horizontal approach with sectional fracking.  This is having a huge impact on the industry and the industry will intensify in Montana.  Tom encouraged developers to prepare community leaders for infrastructure projects to accommodate potential growth in Montana.  MEDA members need to focus on energy development as a viable cluster entity and promote and build upon it.  Machinery, supplies and equipment will needed to be built and purchased.
Concerns regarding fracking and contamination issues:  Montana is developing fracking rules at this time.  A give-and-take is necessary to allow for development and protect water and the environment.  Fracking involves 95% water and 5% chemicals; a huge amount of water is needed.  
A web mapper tool, presentations, and other links will be added to the MEDA Energy Working Group website as the information becomes available.
Q and A with TOM KAISERSKI:

Q.1:   What are the barriers to attracting energy efficiency businesses to MT?  Other barriers in general?
A. 1:  While energy efficiency is important, this division spends less time in that area.  MDEQ’s office spends more time on this side of energy issues.  There are energy conservation tax credits that are available;  Tom will send the link to Gloria.  In addition, Montana building codes have changed to require better energy efficient components.  It was noted NorthWestern Energy has three engineering firms that assist with its energy rebate programs.

B. 1:  Barriers are familiar:  low population, lack of selling Montana’s business development programs, access to markets, etc.  Montana has many attractive assets, however.  Montana is competitive tax wise, low interest loan programs, lower cost of living, quality of life, etc.   The key is to make our assets well known.

Q.2:   Does a survey exist that identifies operating energy businesses in the state and what services/products they are obtaining out of state?  A resource list?
A. 2:  The Energy Division does not have a specific awareness of a survey.  Tom will see if DEQ has a database in place and will send the response to Gloria.  Montana Renewable Energy Association may have a list.  

B. 2:  A resource list:  Tom will share a link to the resource list on the Energy Division website.

Q. 3:  What is happening with Eminent Domain in Montana?

 A.  3:  Challenges remain in Montana.  A judge overturned a policy that had been in place for 130 years.  To address this, HB198 clarified that projects have the eligibility to use eminent domain.  There is a petition campaign to get the issue on a ballot for 2012.  The unrest poses huge problems for major energy projects.
NEXT MEETING

Once the group receives information from Tom Kaiserski, a conference call will be held to discuss next steps.  
Action items:

1.  Tom and Brian Obert will visit with GCS about improving current database information.

2. Tom will send to Gloria a link to a map that identifies current oil and gas drilling locations.

3. The MEDA Energy Working Group will discuss during its next meeting a list of resource topics that should be made available on a one-stop resource website.

4. Tom will explore improving the energy promotion website to make it a one-stop site for obtaining resource information.  
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