[image: image1.jpg]MEDA

MONTANA ECONOMIC DEVELOPERS ASSOCIATION




Notes from Tourism Working Group

MEDA Conference

April 29, 2011

Bozeman, MT

Present:  Mike Stang Chair – Gold West Country, Julie Johnson – Montana Heritage Commission, Debi Davidson – Kootenai River Development, Lonie Stimac – MT DOC, Webb Brown – Montana Chamber of Commerce

The group introduced themselves and informed the group what each had happening in their region.  The following is that discussion.

Julie – They have had a change in funding and they are not receiving as much money as they have in the past.  Due to this, they are unable to repair the rail line and will not be running their train this year.  They don’t have any federal funding.  They will be doing their “History Camps” for the kids and are looking to expand this.  Debi suggested Julie contact Provider Pals to possibly partner.  Provider Pals contact info:  http://www.providerpals.com.

There was a discussion on possible funding possibilities from foundations and from the DOT for the rail work needed.

Debi – Lincoln County Tourism is working with a Spokane, WA TV station to do promotional spots about things to see, hotels, and restaurants in the area, still working on getting all the partners to the table.  They are also working on winter tourism.

Webb – Golf Tournament in Kalispell. The Chamber is working to raise awareness of Montana for International travelers.

Mike – Feels the need to educate the public on tourism as economic development and to develop partnerships.

The group had a great discussion on how most communities do not see tourism as economic development.  The group would like to host a “Tourism Summit” doing it regionally and attempting to bring the communities to the table and open a dialogue that helps to educate the public, businesses and local governments on the impact tourism dollars has on their communities. As summer is coming on and everyone’s busy season that the fall would be best to start the summits.  The group also felt that MEDA does not see tourism as economic development and want to work with them to see how best to change this.

Future meetings were not scheduled at this time. 
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Mike Stang







Julie Johnson
Gold West County






Montana Heritage Commission
P O Box 135







P O Box 338
Lima, MT  59739






Virginia City, MT  59755
406-276-3535






406-843-5247
goldwestcountrymike@gmx.us




juljohnson@mt.gov
Lonie Stimac







Webb Brown

MT. Dept of Commerce





Montana Chamber of Commerce

P O Box 200505






P O Box 1730

Helena, MT  59620-0505





Helena, MT  59624-1730

406-442-2405 406-442-2405

lstimac@mt.gov






webb@montanachamber.com
