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FEBRUARY Q

Feb 1: MEDA Q1 Scholarship Deadline

Feb 4: MEDA Membership Call 10:30am

Feb 4: 9:30am — Noon W2ASACT Meeting

Feb 5: MEDA Nominating Committee Call 3:00pm
Feb 5: USDA/RD ReConnect Workshop

Feb 6: Beginners Guide to SEO; Free Webinar

Feb 6: MEDA OZ Working Group Call 2:00pm

Feb 10-13: MACo Midwinter Conference

Feb 11-27: MTIP NIH Proposal Lab begins

Feb 12: CEDS and Opportunity Zones

Feb 17: MEDA Community Review Applications Due
Feb 20: Community Review Working Group Call 9am

Outlook Seminars Schedule Feb — March 2020

MT Women'’s Biz Center

SBDC Training Calendar

MNA Training Calendar

MMEC Training Calendar

MDOC Tourism Wednesday Webinars

March 13-14: Made in MT Tradeshow

March 15-18: NADO and DDAA Washington Conf
March 18: SBDC Day

March 19: 2020 Leadership Summit, Sidney

A look ahead:

April 1: Census Day

April 26 — 28 Governor’s Conference on Tourism

and Recreation, Billings

April 28 —30 MT Healthy Communities
Conference, Helena

May 21 MT Opportunity Zone Conference, Blgs

May 28 — 29 MEDA Spring Conference

June 15-17 MT Housing Conference

TOP 4 ANNOUNCEMENTS - Don’t Miss!

PO

You should have received your

May 28 — 29 is the new date for the MEDA Spring Conference, in Helena.
Deadline to apply for a spring Community Review is Feb. 17t
NextGen project focus in February: MACo and Central Montana

MEDA dues invoice via mail; thanks for your support!
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http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/wasact
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5257431800959031307
https://mtsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/4434
http://www.mtcounties.org/events/midwinter-conference/2020-maco-midwinter-conference/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nih-sbirsttr-phase-i-proposal-writing-bootcamp-for-montana-companies-tickets-84982293327
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7207952234544382732
http://www.economicoutlookseminar.com/
http://www.economicoutlookseminar.com/
https://www.prosperamt.org/calendar
http://sbdc.mt.gov/trainings
http://www.mtnonprofit.org/17training/
https://www.cvent.com/c/calendar/180314d2-3840-480c-9468-df6c286a789b
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8982407870014068237
https://madeinmontanausa.com/TradeShow
https://www.nado.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Draft-Agenda-PRINTABLE-1.17.2020.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CIALeadershipSummit20
https://marketmt.com/Events/GovernorsConference
https://marketmt.com/Events/GovernorsConference
http://healthinfo.montana.edu/mt-healthy-communities/
http://healthinfo.montana.edu/mt-healthy-communities/
https://www.nwmt.org/2020-housing-conference/

MONTANA’S NEXTGEN: EASTERN MONTANA JOURNEY

Lo Eastern Montana colleagues set the pace for the rest of the state. The week of

i N January 20t, TIP Strategies consultants Jeff Marcell

e v """""" 0 and Elizabeth Scott were given a grand tour of Eastern
" LT Montana that contained many listening sessions, an

airplane hop or two, and multiple car trips.

PRAIRIE

fumix Jeff and Elizabeth reported out to the NextGen Steering Committee that

R e ~ ..| the trip was everything they had hoped for: visiting with community members,
; ® o key officials, business representatives, economic developers, chamber members,
T o farmers and ranchers, and much more. The trip started in Billings, then Elizabeth
5 . : flew to Wolf Point while Jeff was driven to the Miles City/Glendive area. Special
] » thanks to our MEDA colleagues and partners to make arrangements and take the

time to make this visit a success.

Next up (tentative schedule): February 10 — 14, Elizabeth in Central Montana; February 24 — 27, Jeff in Butte,
Bozeman, Dillon area; March 16 — 19, Western Montana area; March 31 — April 1, Elizabeth in Helena.

MEDA SPRING CONFERENCE -
MUCH MORE THAN A CONFERENCE!

The MEDA Spring Conference will be less of a conference and more of
a strategic planning session to take the MEDA and Montana Chamber
Foundation “NextGen” report and turn it into an action plan. In addition
to MEDA colleagues, partners from across Montana’s economic sectors
will be encouraged to attend. The event will be held on the campus of
Carroll College, May 28" and 29™. Registration will be available soon.

Carroll College, Helena, MT

MEDA MEMBERSHIP — INVOICES IN THE MAIL

The MEDA Board cast a historic vote last year and made way for sponsoring membership options. You can, of
course, still be a MEDA member as an individual. You should have received a snail-mailed invoice by now; just
call the MEDA office with any questions at 406.563.5259.

Many thanks to our first sponsors:

Gold Bronze

NorthWestern IMWD‘I* <<KL]

] y ~ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(,]‘g} Small Business Enterprise Program ENGINEERING, REIMAGINED
Delivering a Bright Future
}\ﬁake County Community
m ‘\_ﬁvelnpmem Corporation
 Grasing Communshies; Grwing Businattes
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MEDA WORKING GROUPS UPDATE

All partners, including MEDA Members and Non-Members, are welcome to join a Working Group.

o Wind Projects, Anyone? - Check out the notes from the previous meeting and other resources here. If
you are interested in learning/sharing about wind projects in Montana, plan to join the group.

o MEDA Community Review Working Group - This working group is all about assisting with MEDA’s
Community Review process and resources. The next meeting is set for February 20" at 9am. Notes
fr0|;n the call. Note the new deadline for applications - to hold a Community Review: February
17t

o MEDA Opportunity Zone Working Group — The first meeting of this Working Group is set for February
6t, at 2pm. Check out the resources here.

o MEDA Remote Work Working Group — Review the previous minutes here and check out the interesting
Grow Remote website.

MEDA SCHOLARSHIPS 2020 - Q2 ROUND NOW OPEN

The First Quarter Round for MEDA Rick Jones Memorial Scholarship has closed, but Quarter 2 Round is now
open. Deadline: May 1st. Apply today.

census2020 Census 2020 postcards will start hitting Montana mailboxes in mid-March.
i/t OO'MM Join in your local Complete Count Committee — check out the map to find

Ma/kf/ | yours.

RMONTANA} DON’T MISS ONE PERSON

o OB

wmmm(-‘ﬂ' ¥

Anaconda CCC, pictured right, has
over 30 members dedicated to A Shape
using his/her network to make sure e our future

everyone in Anaconda-Deer Lodge ‘ B T8 START HERE v

County is counted.

United States
Ceng us

Montana’s first Census 2020 public service announcement started airing on broadcast television and radio
stations statewide this week. Check out all of the resources for your use here.
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https://www.medamembers.org/working-groups/wind-project-working-group
https://www.medamembers.org/working-groups/community-review-working-group
https://www.medamembers.org/media/userfiles/subsite_48/files/MEDACRWGNotesDec52019.pdf
https://www.medamembers.org/media/userfiles/subsite_48/files/MEDACRWGNotesDec52019.pdf
https://www.medamembers.org/working-groups/opportunity-zones
https://www.medamembers.org/working-groups/remote-work/?cat=Remote+Work
https://www.medamembers.org/working-groups/remote-work/p/item/10453/remote-worker-notes-dec-4-2019
https://growremote.ie/
https://www.medamembers.org/membership/scholarships
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=03bd78d0a320434186dc0a467fef50fd
https://census.mt.gov/

TOOLS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU

Check out the information below to learn of new tools and opportunities for you as you work in the field of Economic
Development.

=

=

=

Ways to End Soul Sucking Meetings — for your reading pleasure.

IEDC Economic Development Marketing and Attraction Course, Feb 27-28, Baltimore, MD

Montana has many business assistance tools here. Want to receive updates from the Department of
Commerce? Subscribe to receive

February 12 Webinar to Discuss Updated CEDS Content Guidelines to Incorporate
Opportunity Zones

In January 2020, the U.S. Economic Development
Administration (EDA) updated its Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategies (CEDS) Content
N/\(DO JOI N US Guidelines to help communities across America maximize
FOR AN UPCOMING WEBINAR their ability to attract investment to Opportunity

Zones. These new recommendations outline how
communities can further promote the economic
attractiveness of their region by emphasizing Opportunity Zones as key investment-ready locations. The
inherently regional focus of the CEDS provides a unique platform to capture and promote the advantages
of Opportunity Zone communities. February 12 from 2 p.m. -3 p.m. ET for a webinar to learn more
about the updated Guidelines and for a live demonstration of the new USA Opportunity Zones Tool, which
can provide support to Economic Development Districts as well as local economic and community
developers by helping them integrate local investment information with publicly supported projects in or

near zones. Click here to register and submit your questions in advance of the webinar.

RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Please join Communities in Action in the 2020 Leadership
Summit, sponsored by Stockman Bank and Richland
County, hosted at the Richland County Event Center on
March 19, from 1 to 6 p.m. The goal of the 2020 Leadership
Summit is to grow social capital by investing in the
community’s leadership. The 2020 Leadership Summit is
free and open to the public.

Opportunities such as these are rare in eastern Montana, be
sure to take advantage.

Reqister

Destination Development Webinars s...{.,m,.n,.,k
The Destination Development Association has a plethora of

resources to inspire and empower local stakeholders and local organizations with their efforts to

becoming vibrant, sustainable, and thriving destinations that will attract new investment, are fantastic
places to live, and that visitors will gravitate to every chance they get. As a courtesy to our tourism
partners, the Tourism Grant Program is happy to host a Wednesday Webinar Series on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month. Please register here if your entity or organization is interested in community
efforts to become a vibrant, sustainable, and thriving destination.

MEDA Montana Economic Developers Association medamembers.org


https://leadershipfreak.blog/2020/01/27/12-ways-to-end-soul-sucking-meetings/
https://www.iedconline.org/events/2020/02/27/training-course/economic-development-marketing-and-attraction/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=128%20-%20FEB-TC-Marketing-1&utm_content=128%20-%20FEB-TC-Marketing-1+CID_3fda95e2e3dc6d4947795c34b62dd1ad&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor%20IEDC&utm_term=REGISTER#registration
http://marketmt.com/BusinessAssistance
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MTDOC/subscriber/new?qsp=MTDOC_2
https://www.eda.gov/files/ceds/CEDS-Content-Guidelines-full.pdf
https://www.eda.gov/files/ceds/CEDS-Content-Guidelines-full.pdf
https://www.eda.gov/files/ceds/CEDS-Content-Guidelines-full.pdf
https://www.eda.gov/opportunity-zones/
https://www.eda.gov/opportunity-zones/
https://www.eda.gov/ceds/opportunity-zones.htm
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7207952234544382732
http://www.statsamerica.org/opportunity/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7207952234544382732
https://www.medamembers.org/events
https://www.medamembers.org/events
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEyMjAuMTQ2Mzk5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2F0dGVuZGVlLmdvdG93ZWJpbmFyLmNvbS9yZWdpc3Rlci84OTgyNDA3ODcwMDE0MDY4MjM3In0.uAWw_19i_uhzae6gcU_7gnHeHnh0xgibUoP1K7HqGBg/br/73398737409-l

Small Business

Webinar Series 2020

A Beginner’s Guide to
SEO: Five Tips to Get
Found Online

Thursday, February 6th, 2020
M

February Small Business Webinar Series, February 6t

Reqgister Here

Regster at
https://mtsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/4434

Additional

Webinar Serles Support
Sponsors

AMERICATS POWERED BY MOBM\NA GROW,
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

= Check out the updated website from MSU Extension and their great list of grants!
http://msucommunityresources.org/GrantOpportunities.html

= MEDA is a member of GrantStation. Email gloria if you would like the username and password.

"'lIMONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

= The next application deadline for funding through the BSTF Job Creation Grant Program is March 11,
2020. For application guidance or further information, contact Annmarie Robinson at 406.841.2250. For
more information, visit MARKETMT.COM/BSTF

= ExportMontana has grant dollars available to help companies translate promotional materials into foreign
languages. Learn more an apply here.

MEDA Montana Economic Developers Association medamembers.org


https://mtsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/4434
http://msucommunityresources.org/GrantOpportunities.html
https://grantstation.com/index.asp
mailto:gloria@medamembers.org
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjcuMTYxNjE5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21hcmtldG10LmNvbS9TVEVQL0xhbmd1YWdlUHJvZHVjdGlvbkZlZXMifQ.VSJggLiFxKvs-vLOOPJrXbHVoWQ23PG9s41OZJ4cG3Y/br/74386392663-l

= Special Event Grant Application Cycle Opens Feb. 1
A special application cycle of tourism event grants will open on Feb. 1. The grant awards of $5,000-
$25,000 are to support an event being held in Montana before June 30, 2021. The purpose of this grant is
to attract non-resident or out-of-area resident visitors to the event, enhancing attendance and increasing
visitor-generated revenues. To prepare for this special application cycle for events only, attend the
workshop on Wednesday, February 5 at 10:00 a.m. The workshop will include an overview of the
program, who is eligible, what types of events qualify, and a timeline of the application cycle. Register
here for the workshop. Awards will be based on the number of total applications received, in addition
to a review and evaluation process led by Montana Department of Commerce staff and a member of the
Tourism Advisory Council.  See the 2019 event grant recipients here.

= New Montana Historic Preservation Grant Program Accepting Applications The Montana Department of
Commerce is how accepting applications for the Montana Historic Preservation Grant Program. The new
grant program is designed to support the preservation of historical sites, societies and museums in
Montana. With awards of up to $500,000 for each eligible grant recipient, the funding will be used to
improve historical sites, historical societies or history museums in Montana. Applications are due by
Feb. 28, 2020. Grant recipients will be determined by the Montana Legislature during the 2021 legislative
session.

= Tribal Resilience Program
The Bureau of Indian Affairs provides federal-wide resources to Tribes to build capacity and resilience
through leadership engagement, delivery of data and tools, training and tribal capacity building. Proposal
Deadline: March 2, 2020

USDA
—

= Agriculture Innovation Center grants are available from USDA. Learn more and apply here.

WEBINAR: Applying for Rural Broadband Funding

Through the USDA's ReConnect Program

= RSVP Now The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin taking applications this Friday,
January 31 for the second round of $550 million in ReConnect Program loan and grant funding. That
window closes on Monday, March 16. Connected Nation wants to help you understand how YOUR area
can leverage this program to connect more families, businesses, and communities. Date for webinar:
Wednesday, February 5t
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjcuMTYxNjE5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21hcmtldG10LmNvbS9HcmFudHMjU3BlY2lhbC1FdmVudC1DeWNsZS0yODc3In0.DwWlILXujxl9PHddEwW4ux5l2BbuTVwtETP8wpMUsoU/br/74386392663-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjcuMTYxNjE5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURVc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQXhNalF1TVRZd05EVXpOakVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM0psWjJsemRHVnlMbWR2ZEc5M1pXSnBibUZ5TG1OdmJTOGpjblF2TkRFeE5qa3pNVFEzT0RrME9EVTVOekF3TlNKOS5wVjJtUHozdVhFLXNRYTg0OE9YekJ1c0lrbmoySHowdGlYVjJFYWFTdWV3L2JyLzc0Mjk4NzY0NjUyLWwifQ.QT5Yh7JxrUk8HR4sbSp8CJGW0jyQITbgWnTJxHjr2qI/br/74386392663-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjcuMTYxNjE5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURVc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQXhNalF1TVRZd05EVXpOakVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM0psWjJsemRHVnlMbWR2ZEc5M1pXSnBibUZ5TG1OdmJTOGpjblF2TkRFeE5qa3pNVFEzT0RrME9EVTVOekF3TlNKOS5wVjJtUHozdVhFLXNRYTg0OE9YekJ1c0lrbmoySHowdGlYVjJFYWFTdWV3L2JyLzc0Mjk4NzY0NjUyLWwifQ.QT5Yh7JxrUk8HR4sbSp8CJGW0jyQITbgWnTJxHjr2qI/br/74386392663-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjcuMTYxNjE5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21hcmtldG10LmNvbS9OZXdzL3RvdXJpc20tZ3JhbnRzLXRvLWhlbHAtNDQtY29tbXVuaXRpZXMtYXR0cmFjdC12aXNpdG9ycy10aHJvdWdoLWV2ZW50cyJ9.4y3fmzWxY-tkoCjAdm2CcTqidvwORWNMWvgE1dVmnWU/br/74386392663-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjguMTYyMzQxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5iaWEuZ292L2JpYS9vdHMvdHJpYmFsLXJlc2lsaWVuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbSJ9.mGOxtXxbie-NDtlr4VL4xHjJUv6DVoyldMahwBGR-J0/br/74429864623-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjcuMTYxNjE5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5yZC51c2RhLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy1zZXJ2aWNlcy9hZ3JpY3VsdHVyZS1pbm5vdmF0aW9uLWNlbnRlci1wcm9ncmFtIn0.JCAvjPBFiv5rFC-l8tdFLubgM5N_eJGShnOIN-6KM_4/br/74386392663-l
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5257431800959031307

M Ont an a Program and Business Spotlight

Innovation Partnership

powered by TechLink

The Montana Innovation Partnership (MTIP) powered by MSU
TechLink Center promotes technology-based economic development
in the state through education and expert technical assistance for Are QU are planning to submit a
. . . . Phase 1 SBIR or STTR proposal to
companies seeking seed funding through th.e Small Business NI EDA, o7 GOt Al o
Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer September of 20207
(STTR) programs. Funded in part through a Federal and State
Technology Partnership (FAST) grant from the U. S. Small Business Join our
Administration, MTIP provides no-cost education, one-on-one NIH Proposal Lab!
consulting, proposal reviews, market research, commercialization i
planning, and collaboration with other technology-based economic
development partners across Montana. Contact Ann Peterson at
ann.peterson@motnana.edu for more information.

Register Now!

. Expesicor, a privately-held company based in Kalispell,
} ex p e S I C Montana is focused on preventing, treating, and curing
v neurological disorders. Expesicor received professional
proposal review services from MTIP prior to submitting a fast-track
NIH SBIR proposal to further develop its KaL model of neurodegeneration and epilepsy. NIH awarded
Expesicor this three-year fast-track SBIR grant in fall 2019. Expesicor has also been granted an MTIP FAST

microgrant to help them with costs related to preliminary experiments for another technology which may
receive SBIR funding.

We’re In This Together

February 2020
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mailto:ann.peterson@motnana.edu
https://montanainnovationpartnership.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea2b59dd8426276d33cd4bb0f&id=3d98635acc&e=1d8814cc11

